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revolt of his uncles AbduIIa and Suleiman, sons of
Abdul Rahman. Abdulla went to meet Charlemagne
at his capital Aix-la-Chapelle, Charlemagne welcomed
him and sent with him an army which marched against
Toledo and occupied it. At the same time he sent an
army, commanded by his two sons, Charles and Louis,
which ravaged the northern Muslim States. But the
rebels and invaders did not realize the resolution of
Al-Hakam who hastened to meet his enemies in
every field, repulsed the Franks to the north, and
quickly suppressed the revolt. Charlemagne again
invaded Spain and occupied Barcelona at the request
of its Muslim ruler, but it was retaken by Al-Hakam.
This stage was the close of the struggle waged by
Charlemagne against the young kingdom of Cordova
for twenty years. But his successors continued to
follow his policy for a long time.
Hostility to Muslim Spain was an essential ele-
ment in the policy of Charlemagne. It was also one
of the bases of the general Prankish policy. But the
friendship of Charlemagne with Al-Rashid was not far
from influencing it. We also notice the influence
of the Church on this policy. The torrent of Islam
which swept Spain in a few years, and afterwards
violently turned to France till it almost carried away
its southern provinces was, in the opinion of the
Church, an imminent menance to Christianity. We
know that Charlemagne made an alliance with the
Church and exploited its influence to pave the way for
his conquests and to acquire the crown of the Holy
Roman Empire; and that the Church on the other
hand exploited him in fighting its enemies. The
Caliphate in the East dominated over the souls of many
millions of Christians. Was it not a triumph to the
Church to induce Charlemagne to secure the friend-
ship of the Abbaside Caliph and ensure thereby his
toleration of millions of its sons and his patronage to
the Holy Sepulchre and pilgrims visiting it ? This, as
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